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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments, see page 6, lines 1 1-14, filed 5/6/2010, with respect to claim 16 
have been fully considered and are persuasive. The objection of claim 16 has been withdrawn. 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 5/6/2010 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. On page 6, line 21 -page 11, line 8, applicant argues that regarding claims 10, 13, 16- 
18, 21, 23 and 26, the Asada reference fails to disclose or suggest that any portions of a 
longitudinal support of a drying rack would be inserted into any type of openings. Further, GB 
'852 and DE '595 fail to indicate that openings could be located in an end plate of a dryer, or that 
bent ends of longitudinal supports would be inserted into openings in that end plate. That even if 
combined, they would fail to disclose or suggest that the openings which receive the bent end 
sections of the longitudinal supports of the drying basket are located in the end plate located at 
the front of the dryer. Finally, applicant argues that GB '852 and DE '595 fail to teach that the 
engagement of the bent end sections in the openings and engagement of the bent support section 
with the end plate causes the drying basket to project into the drum in a cantilevered fashion. 
This is not persuasive. The Office action made clear that the Office takes the position that the 
claims are unpatentable over Asada in view of GB '852 and DE '595 because it would have been 
obvious to provide openings in the end plate into which the hooks could be inserted to better 
achieve a state of rest by more rigidly securing the hooks to the end plate. As quoted in the 
Office action, Asada states "It is attached so that the frame of a clothes input port may be 
pinched with the locking claw part 51a and the support arm 53" in paragraph 5, lines 1-7. 
Therefore, Asada does suggest that it is important to rigidly secure the hooks to the end plate. In 
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view of GB '852 and DE '595, it would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to 
a person having ordinary skill in the art that inserting the hooks into openings would better 
achieve a state of rest by more rigidly securing the hooks to the end plate. Finally, with regard to 
the drying basket projecting into the drum in a cantilevered fashion, Asada clearly discloses this 
aspect, which is best shown in drawing 1 . The openings merely provide a more rigidly secured 
attachment between the drying basket and the laundry dryer. Therefore, the claims are 
unpatentable over the prior art. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 20 and 22 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

5. Claims 10, 13, 16-18, 21, 23, and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Asada et al. (JP 09-220399 cited in Notice of References Cited mailed 
2/22/2010) in view of '852 (GB 1 491 852 provided by Applicant in IDS dated 6/20/2006) and 
'595 (DE 27 06 595 Al cited in Notice of References Cited mailed 2/22/2010). 

6. Regarding claims 10, 13, 16-18, 21, 23, and 26, Asada et al. discloses a drier (figs. 1 and 
3 showing a drying basket in a dryer, para. 24, lines 1-3), comprising: a rotary drum (5, fig. 1) 
that can be fed through a feed opening (8, figs. 1 and 3, "clothes input port 8" para. 25, line 4), 
through which drum process air is able to flow from a rear wall (6, fig. 1) into an end plate (9, 
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fig. 1, para. 25, line 1-para. 27, line 2 describing the flow of the air from a rear wall 6 into an end 
plate 9 through an air circulation duct 25) ... ; and a drying basket (50, fig. 16, "dry shelf 50" 
para. 5, line 1 and para. 32, lines 1-3 describing the dry shelf 40 shown in figure 1 as optionally 
being made of metal wire) with a lattice type basket (50a, fig. 16, para. 5, lines 1-3) projecting 
into the drum (fig. 1, "extended in a dry room" para. 5, lines 5-7 and para. 30, lines 4-9 
describing the drying shelf extending into a dry room), the drying basket including two 
longitudinal supports (51, fig. 16 showing two longitudinal supports 51, "the main shelf frame 51 
which formed a thicker wire" para. 5, line 3) in the form of wires, the supports (51, fig. 16) 
comprising integral connecting devices (51a, 53, fig. 16) that each include a bent end section 
(51a, fig. 16) and a bent support section (53, fig. 16) located between the bent end section (51a, 
fig. 16) and the longitudinal support (51, fig. 16), wherein the basket (50, fig. 16, "It is attached 
so that the frame of a clothes input port may be pinched with the locking claw part 51a and the 
support arm 53" para. 5, lines 1-7) is supported demountably (para. 30, lines 5-9) on the end 
plate (9, figs. 1 and 3), and . . . and allowing the bent support sections (53, fig. 16) to rest against 
the end plate (9, figs. 1 and 3, para. 5, lines 3-7 describing the bent support sections 53 resting 
against the frame of a clothes input port and para. 30, lines 5-9 describing the similar basket 40 
having support sections that rest on the end plate), wherein the drying basket (50, fig. 16) has a 
longitudinal support (51, fig. 16) on both longitudinal sides, a laundry drier (figs. 1 and 3 
showing a drying basket 40 in a dryer, para. 24, lines 1-3) comprising: a housing (1, fig. 1); a 
rotary drum (5, fig. 1) disposed within the housing (1, fig. 1) and including a rear wall (11, fig. 1) 
having inlet openings through which an air flow enters the rotary drum (fig. 1 showing the air 
flow entering rear wall 1 1 , passing through a heat exchanger, and then entering the rotary drum 
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5); a feed opening (8, figs. 1 and 3, para. 25, line 4) in the housing providing access to the rotary 
drum (5, fig. 1); an end plate (9, figs. 1 and 3) disposed near a lower portion of the feed opening 
(8, figs. 1 and 3) and . . . ; a drying basket (50, fig. 16) including two elongated longitudinal 
supports (51, fig. 16) in the form of wires (para. 5, line 3) and a lattice type basket (50a, fig. 16, 
para. 5, lines 1-3) supported by the longitudinal supports (51, fig. 16), each longitudinal support 
(51, fig. 16) including a connecting device (51a, 53, fig. 16) comprising a bent end section (51a, 
fig. 16) that forms a hook ("locking claw part 51a" para. 5, lines 3-4) and a bent supporting 
section (53, fig. 16) located between the bent end section (51a, fig. 16) and the lattice basket 
(50a, fig. 16), the drying basket being removably connected to the end plate (9, figs. 1 and 3, 
para. 4, line 1-para. 6, line 4 describing the drying basket being attachable to the part which 
forms a clothes input port and para. 30, lines 3-8 describing how the basket of figure 1 is 
attached to the end plate) and projecting into the rotary drum toward the rear wall (fig. 1 showing 
a drying basket projecting into the rotary drum, para. 5, lines 1-7) ... , and each of the 
supporting sections (53, fig. 16) engaging a surface of the end plate (9, figs. 1 and 3) to support 
the drying basket within the rotary drum (fig. 1 showing a drying basket 40 similar to the one 
shown in figure 16 and how it extends into the drum, para. 4, line 1-para. 6, line 4 describing the 
supporting sections engaging the end plate to support the drying basket), wherein each bent end 
section (51a, fig. 16) includes a bending section curving away from the drying basket (50, fig. 16 
showing the bent end sections 51a described as locking claws bending away from the drying 
basket 50, para. 5, lines 1-7), a method for removably connecting a drying basket (50, fig. 16, 
para. 4, line 1-para. 6, line 4 describing using a drying basket 50, para. 30, lines 4-9 describing 
attaching a drying basket and para. 32, lines 1-3) to a laundry drier (fig. 1, para. 4, line 1-para. 6, 
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line 4), the method comprising the following acts: providing the laundry drier (figs. 1 and 3) 
comprising a housing (1, fig. 1), a rotary drum (5, fig. 1) disposed within the housing, a feed 
opening (8, figs. 1 and 3) in the housing providing access to the rotary drum (5, fig. 1), and an 
end plate (9, figs. 1 and 3) disposed near a lower portion of the feed opening (8, figs. 1 and 3) 
and . . . ; providing the drying basket (50, fig. 16) including two elongated longitudinal supports 
(51, fig. 16) and a lattice type basket (50a, fig. 16) supported by the longitudinal supports (51, 
fig. 16), each longitudinal support including a connecting device (51a, 53, fig. 16) having a bent 
end section (51a, fig. 16) in the form of a hook ("locking claw part 51a" para. 5, line 4) and a 
bent supporting section (53, fig. 16) located between the lattice type basket (50a, fig. 16) and the 
bent end section (51a, fig. 16); . . . ; and positioning each bent supporting section (53, fig. 16) on 
a surface of the end plate (9, figs. 1 and 3, para. 5, lines 1-7 and para. 30, lines 5-9) to support the 
drying basket within the rotary drum (fig. 1), wherein the engagement of the bent end section 
(51a, fig. 16) . . . and the engagement of the bent support section (53, fig. 16) with the end plate 
support (9, fig. 1) cause the drying basket to project into the drum in a cantilevered fashion (fig. 
1, para. 5, lines 1-7 and para. 30, lines 5-9), and wherein the engagement between the bent end 
sections (51a, fig. 16) and . . . and between the bent supporting sections (53, fig. 16) and the end 
plate (9, fig. 1) cause the drying basket to project into rotary drum in a cantilevered fashion (fig. 
1, para. 5, lines 1-7 and para. 30, lines 5-9), except for having two openings adjacent to the feed 
opening, wherein the basket is mounted by inserting the bent end sections into the openings in 
the end plate, including two basket openings disposed near opposing ends of the end plate, with 
each of the basket openings receiving one of the bent end sections, wherein the longitudinal 
support and connecting device are integrally formed from a rigid wire member having various 
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angled sections bent into the desired configuration, including two basket openings, inserting each 
bent end section into one of the basket openings with the drying basket projecting into the rotary 
drum, in the opening, and the basket openings. However, '852 and '595 (where '852 and '595 
are essentially the same invention, '852 providing an English description while '595 provides a 
drawing showing the two openings) teach having two openings ('595, 15, fig. 2 showing 
openings 15 for projections 8, '852, page 2, lines 112-121 describing recesses in which free ends 
of projections 8 are to engage) adjacent to a feed opening ('852, 12, fig. 2), wherein a basket 
('595, fig. 2 at 2) is mounted by inserting end sections ('595, 8, fig. 2) into openings ('595, 15, 
fig. 2, '852, page 2, lines 1 12-121), including two basket openings ('595, 15, fig. 2, '852, page 2, 
lines 1 12-121) disposed near opposing ends of an end plate ('852, 12, fig. 2), with each of the 
basket openings ('595, 15, fig. 2, '852, page 2, lines 1 12-121) receiving one of the end sections 
('595, 8, fig. 2), wherein the longitudinal support ('852, 9, fig. 1) and connecting device ('852, 8, 
fig. 1) are integrally formed from a rigid wire member ('852, page 2, lines 47-48) having various 
angled sections ('852, fig. 1 showing bent sections at 8, 9) bent into the desired configuration, 
including two basket openings ('595, 15, fig. 2, '852, page 2, lines 112-121), inserting each end 
section ('595, 8, fig. 2) into one of the basket openings ('595, 15, fig. 2, '852, page 2, lines 1 12- 
121) with the drying basket ('595, fig. 2 at 2) projecting into the rotary drum ('595, 10, fig. 2), in 
the opening ('595, 15, fig. 2, '852, page 2, lines 1 12-121), and the basket openings ('595, 15, fig. 
2, '852, page 2, lines 1 12-121) in order to provide a more rigid stationary support for the rack 
('852, page 2, lines 1 12-121). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of invention was made to modify the Asada et al. reference, to include having 
two openings adjacent to the feed opening, wherein the basket is mounted by inserting the bent 
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end sections into the openings in the end plate, including two basket openings disposed near 
opposing ends of the end plate, with each of the basket openings receiving one of the bent end 
sections, wherein the longitudinal support and connecting device are integrally formed from a 
rigid wire member having various angled sections bent into the desired configuration, including 
two basket openings, inserting each bent end section into one of the basket openings with the 
drying basket projecting into the rotary drum, in the opening, and the basket openings, as 
suggested and taught by '852 and '595, for the purpose of providing a more rigid stationary 
support for the rack. The Applicant is combining prior art elements according to known methods 
to yield predictable results. The Applicant is combining the prior art elements of a wire drying 
basket that projects into a drying drum while attached by integral connecting devices that include 
bent end sections that hook onto the end plate using locking claw parts and bent support sections 
that rest on the end plate as disclosed by Asada et al. with the prior art elements of a wire drying 
basket that projects into a drying drum while attached by integral connecting devices that include 
end sections that hook into corresponding openings adjacent to the feed opening and bent support 
sections that rest on the end plate as taught by '852 and '595 according to known methods to 
yield the predictable results of a wire drying basket that projects into a drying drum while 
attached by integral connecting devices that include bent end sections that hook onto the end 
plate using a locking claw part and corresponding openings in the end plate adjacent to the feed 
opening and bent support sections that rest on the end plate. One would be motivated to combine 
Asada et al. with '852 and '595 because '852 and '595 teach a wire drying basket that has a more 
rigid stationary support from having its end sections hook into corresponding openings and the 
wire drying basket of Asada et al. could be similarly improved by having openings 
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corresponding to its bent end sections, thus better achieving a state of rest (Asada et al, para. 4, 
lines 1-4) by more rigidly securing the bent end sections into the end plate. 

7. Claims 14-15, 19, 25, and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Asada et al. (JP 09-220399) in view of '852 (GB 1 491 852) and '595 (DE 27 06 595 Al) as 
applied to claims 10 and 16 above, and further in view of Czech et al. (US Patent No. 4,720,925 
cited in Notice of References Cited mailed 1/6/2009) and Maytag Appliances Sales Co. ((Maytag 
Neptune Dryer) 2004, [online], [retrieved on 2009-8-10] Retrieved from the Maytag Owners 
Center Manuals and Literature for model MDE7500 using Internet <URL: 
http://shared.whirlpoolcorp.com/product litcraturc/scarch_results.jsp?searchTerm=MDE7500&s 
iteCd=MT_EN_US> cited in Notice of References Cited mailed 8/17/2009). 

8. In regards to claims 14-15, 19, 25, and 27, Asada et al. in view of '852 and '595 discloses 
the claimed invention, except for wherein a demountable lint filter is arranged in the end plate, 
which filter is adjacent to the opening, wherein the openings in the end plate and the connecting 
devices are covered by the lint filter, further comprising a removable lint filter including a lint 
screen and an elongated upper diaphragm having a projection at each opposing end of the upper 
diaphragm, the end plate including an elongated recess extending between the basket openings 
and the lint filter being received into the recess, further comprising a lint filter that is mounted in 
a slot formed in the end plate, wherein the lint filter covers the openings in the end plate and the 
bent end sections of the wires, wherein the mounting of the bent end sections into the basket 
openings and the engagement between the bent supporting sections and the end plate do not 
prevent a lint filter from being mounted in a recess in the end plate. However, Czech et al. 
teaches wherein a demountable lint filter (42, fig. 4, "lint filter 42" col. 3, lines 22-25) is 
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arranged in an end plate (28, fig. 4, "bulkhead panel 28" col. 3, line 3), which filter (42, fig. 1) is 
adjacent to an opening (fig. 1 at 22), wherein the openings in the end plate and the connecting 
devices (where openings in the end plate and connecting devices were disclosed by Asada et al. 
in view of '852 and '595) are covered by the lint filter (fig. 4 showing a lint filter 42 having an 
upper diaphragm 72 that covers an opening in the end plate at E and Figure A below from 
Maytag, page 22, showing connecting devices covered by a lint filter), further comprising a 
removable lint filter (42, fig. 4) including a lint screen (82, figs. 4 and 6) and an elongated upper 
diaphragm (72, fig. 6) having a projection at each opposing end (fig. 6 at 80 showing a projection 
at each opposing end at 80 on the left and 80 on the right) of the upper diaphragm, the end plate 
(28, fig. 4) including an elongated recess (52, fig. 4) extending between the basket openings 
(where the basket openings were disclosed by Asada et al. in view of '852 and '595) and the lint 
filter (42, fig. 4) being received into the recess (52, fig. 4), further comprising a lint filter (42, fig. 
4) that is mounted in a slot (52, fig. 4) formed in the end plate (28, fig. 4), wherein the lint filter 
(42, fig. 4) covers the openings in the end plate and the bent end sections of the wires (where the 
openings and bent end sections were disclosed by Asada et al. in view of '852 and '595 and 
Figure A below from Maytag, page 22, showing end sections of wires being covered by a lint 
filter), wherein the mounting of the bent end sections into the basket openings and the 
engagement between the bent supporting sections and the end plate (where the openings and bent 
end sections were disclosed by Asada et al. in view of '852 and '595) do not prevent a lint filter 
(42, figs. 1 and 4 and Figure A below from Maytag, page 22, showing end sections of wires 
being covered by a lint filter) from being mounted in a recess (52, fig. 4) in the end plate (28, fig. 
4) in order to filter lint with a lint filtering screen with restricted edges portions to limit lint- 
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buildup thereat and a distended midportion to permit a greater depth of lint to accumulate (col. 4, 
lines 20-24). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of invention was made to modify the Asada et al. in view of '852 and '595 reference, to include 
wherein a demountable lint filter is arranged in the end plate, which filter is adjacent to the 
opening, wherein the openings in the end plate and the connecting devices are covered by the lint 
filter, further comprising a removable lint filter including a lint screen and an elongated upper 
diaphragm having a projection at each opposing end of the upper diaphragm, the end plate 
including an elongated recess extending between the basket openings and the lint filter being 
received into the recess, further comprising a lint filter that is mounted in a slot formed in the end 
plate, wherein the lint filter covers the openings in the end plate and the bent end sections of the 
wires, wherein the mounting of the bent end sections into the basket openings and the 
engagement between the bent supporting sections and the end plate do not prevent a lint filter 
from being mounted in a recess in the end plate, as suggested and taught by Czech et al, for the 
purpose of filtering lint with a lint filtering screen with restricted edges portions to limit lint- 
buildup thereat and a distended midportion to permit a greater depth of lint to accumulate. The 
Applicant is combining prior art elements according to known methods to yield predictable 
results. The Applicant is combining the prior art elements of a laundry dryer having a wire 
drying basket attached to an end plate through bent end sections and bent supporting sections as 
disclosed by Asada et al. with the prior art elements of a laundry dryer having a demountable lint 
filter arranged in a recess in an end plate adjacent to an opening and having a lint screen and an 
elongated upper diaphragm having a projection at each opposing end of the upper diaphragm as 
taught by Czech et al. according to known methods to yield the predictable results of a laundry 
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dryer having a wire drying basket attached to an end plate through bent end sections and bent 
supporting sections, a demountable lint filter arranged in a recess in an end plate adjacent to an 
opening and having a lint screen and an elongated upper diaphragm having a projection at each 
opposing end of the upper diaphragm. Additionally, it would have been obvious to combine 
Asada et al. with Czech et al. in view of Maytag which teaches a laundry dryer having a wire 
drying basket (Maytag, page 22) with the ends reaching into the lint filter recess positioned at the 
end plate and having the lint filter in place during the operation of the laundry dryer (Maytag, 
page 4) to provide shorter drying time and greater energy efficiency (Maytag, page 4). One 
would be motivated to combine Asada et al. with Czech et al. because Czech et al. teaches using 
a lint filter with restricted edge portions to limit lint build-up thereat and a distended portion to 
permit greater lint accumulation and the drying basket of Asada et al. could be similarly 
improved by allowing a similar lint filter to be inserted into its end plate to capture lint and limit 
lint build-up in edge portions, thus providing shorter drying time and greater energy efficiency 
by capturing lint while limiting lint build-up in edge portions of the lint filter. 
Figure A. 
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Conclusion 

9. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to COREY HALL whose telephone number is (571)270-7833. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 9AM to 5PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kenneth Rinehart can be reached on (571)272-4881 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Corey Hall/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3743 
/Kenneth B Rinehart/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3743 



